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MOSCOW, PEKING, HANOI, AND HAVANA PROPAGANDA 
ON REVOLUTIONARY PROTEST MOVEMENTS 
IN THE UNITED STATES 


Introduction 

The official radio and press media of Communist countries 
are cautious and for the most part ua specific in their treatment 
of radical protest movements in the United- States. Shunning 
direct statements of support, they convey their view of such 
movements as a rule in re porto rial coverage of events deemed 
exploitable in the framework of each Communist regime's 
approach to revolutionary strategy and relations with the United 
Stnitcs* 

This report will focus on the propaganda of Moscow, Poking, 
Hanoi, and Havana, the most relevant of the media sources for 
this study on revolutionary protest movements in the United States* 


Selected examples of documentary FBI3 coverage of this 
propaganda are assembled by country as an appendix to this attach- 
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The Soviet Uric n 


Soviet propaganda in the future will probably bo guided 
primarily by the 17 June l '969 declaration of the conference of 
Communist parties* The declaration seta forth the U* S* as 
the main enemy, and views favorably the opposition of radical 
U. S. youth and students to the Vietnam war, the draft, racism, 
and "monopoly control of universities* M It expresses strong 
support for "the struggle of the Negro population of the U. S. for 
their rights* " St -urges Communist parties to devote considerable . 
attention to work among students* The CPUSA has enthusiastically 
endorsed this Line* Until the fall of 190S when the Soviets tried 
to formulate a more positive approach to the youth movement, 

Soviet propaganda sought to explain all U. S* protest and unrest 
in classical Communist terms, and avoided giving publicity to 
extremist groups* The Soviets were noticeably concerned over 
the threat of contagion from undisciplined Western youth move- 
ments and over the disruptive impact cf such groups on orthodox 
Communist parties.' 


Hitherto, the Soviets have had a shifting and ambivalent 
attitude toward all student pretest activities in 'the West, includ- 
. ing the United States* 

On the one hand, commentators have applauded student 
pretest activity as proof of tho weaknesses and contradictions of 
capitalist society and as a natural prelude to the general 
revolution which. will destroy that society « On the ether hand, the 
have decried the youths 1 disregard cf Soviet interests and 
direction and have warned that the young will be really effective 
only when they submit to the discipline of the workers 1 movement 
and the theory of Marxism- Leninism. 


Soviet discus cion < 


:ign youth tends to Lump Unwed 


States and Western European youth together as motivated by 
similar concerns and influenced by similar ideologies* Thus, 
the philosopher Herbert Marcuse, conveniently of German birth 


and American residence. 
New Heft in both the U. S, 


mn as the spiritual fat 1 
[ Western Eurooe. 


ox fcne 


The student rcle in large-scale disturbances in Europe in 
early 1968, especially in the - vents of May in Paris, forced the 
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issue in Moscow of v/h&t policy to adopt toward tnc movement 
beyond the general sympathy that had always boon expressed on 
the subject of the alienation of youth in the West, The response 
came in the form cz uu article in Pr ay d a in Ma y 1 V o b by ccis- 
iTtcntator Yury Hhukov,, who gave a clcvuilc.d critiouo cz zvzarcuse s . 
theories and castigated his young followers, including Cohn* Be adit, 
as "werewolves. " Foreign policy considerations, especially the 
interests of the French Communist party, seem to have largely 
determined this negative reaction. 

Soviet officials, however, wore clearly surprised and 
troubled by the effectiveness of tbp. student revolt and tno prospect ... 
that it would usurp the revolutionary role in the West from the 
Communist parties. The Vice- President of the XJSSR Academy of 
Sciences, A. M. Rumyantsev, admitted in September 1968 that 
"the- latest events in France „ . . proved to be a surprise in many 
ways for the Soviet scientific workers." A. professor wrote in the 
Soviet press in November 19 68 that "many Communist parties admit 
they underestimated the potentialities of the student movement. " 

■ Since the fall of 1963 press articles have tried to formulate 
a more positive approach to the youth movements of the West* 

They developed many of the themes expressed by the physicist 
Petr Kapitsa to the Presidium of the Academy of Sciences in 
February 1969 and by Breabnav in Juno 1969. While still condemning 
Marcuse * 5 theories and the anarchistic elements of the students* 
activities, commentators have seen the "ideological fog in 
students** heads" as natural and understandable. More important 
in the commentator s 1 eyes was youth* a rejection of capitalist 
society. Like Kapitsa and Breahnev* they found that ideological 
and spiritual disaffection were more important causes of student 
protest than material conditions. The commentators still main- 
tained., however, that the potential cf the young activists could 
only be realised when they accepted the guidance of the workers 1 
movement and Marxist- Leninist teachings, thereby implying the 
current independence of the students from Soviet influence. 


A Radio Moscow In-eadc&st beamed to Yugoslavia on 
23 June 1969 assailed Marcus© and his concept that youth, not the 
workers, ai’c the motive force of revolution. In a rare Soviet 


mention of the 


5, it noted that "some" -members of this organisa- 


tion have expressed dissatisfaction with Marcuse's view and favor 
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an alliance with the working class-** "a more mighty revolutionary 
force in capitalist society. M 

Kapitsa 1 a departure from ether writers on the subject is his 
explicit criticism of Soviet ideologists for their isolation from 
foreign revolutionary movements and the suggestion that they could 
fall behind progressive thought in. the West. Hero Kapitsa is 
expressing the fears of liberals in the Soviet Union that the dogmatic 
stance of the present regime is isolating' their country from 
progressive movements in the rest of the world. 'A similar spirit 
marks the essay by Kapitsa's follow physicist Audrey Sakharov, 
which appeared in the West in July I960. 

• sy- . k ; 

The difficulty fox* the regime is that the attempt to reconcile , 
the student movement in the U. S, and Soviet ideology may lead to 
modification of the latter. An example is found in an article in 
the February 1969 issue of the Soviet journal, World Feo ncmv and 
I nternationa l Holatk-uo r which takes the most positive approach 
yet to youthful revolutionaries in the West. While it speaks of the 
necessity of their joining ranks with the workers 1 movement, it 
notes that the spiritual issues the students are raising are drawing 
the workers away from their narrow economic concern and are 


helping to create the "socio-pcyeliological prerequisites 11 for the 
revolutionary struggle. This attribution of an almost leading role 
to the students remains an isolated one, however, and Breshaev’s 
pronouncement stands as the official analysis* 


Leonid Brexhnov’s speech to the international Communist 
conference on 7 Juno 1969 offers an authoritative statement on 
the subject. The rising generation in the capitalist countries is 
in "r evolutionary ferment, " Brcnhnev declared in explaining the 
"consider able attention" Communist parties are now devoting to 
work with tbs young people. Ho saw the young aroused by 
opposition to "imperialist wars, H and "the militarisation of 
bourgeois society. " The negative aspects of fcho activities of the 


work with the 

youi' 

opposition to 

bmpi 

bourgeois sac 

iety. 

young , ac cor d 

? r* rr ' 

forms " and r~fc 

tire 

and "imperial 

ist t 

young activist 

s, o: 


md "imperialist agents. " Nevertheless, he predicted that the 
foung activists, once they have* mastered the theory of scientific 
socialism and gained mere experience, "will do great things. n 
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The main document appro red by the c cafe reuse of Communist 
parties oa 17 June 1969 incorporated favorable descriptions of the 
actions of young American radical elements hi its •description of 
the many forces round the world engaged in what the Communists 
call the struggle against imperialism* The- presentation is designed 
first of all to serve as proof of a baric premise of the conference, 
that the united States Government ia the main enemy of all anti- 
imperialist forces at home as well as throughout the world, and ' 
the universal aggressor against which all forms of struggle should 
be employed: 

"Moreover, the depth of the crisis in the capitalist 
world is also strikingly revoked by the advance of the 
mass struggle in the United States itself, that main 
pillar of world imperialism. A wave of rebellions against 
racial discrimination, poverty, starvation and police brutality 
has swept the Negro gaeitoas . . . . 

1 'Yeung people, students in particular, black and white, 
resolutely use various means to oppose the Vietnam war, 
military conscription, racism, and monopoly control ci 
universities. Reaction replies to this v/ifch the assassination 
of public figures, mounting repression and massive violence, st 

In the third section cl the document, which summarises the 
"calls fco action 11 approved by the participating Communist parties, 
the conference calls, as a part of the general anti- Imp eri&lisfc 
struggle, for solidarity and support, through protest movements 
around the world, against 

"... the most ignominious phenomenon of our time, 

■ the barbarous persecution of the 25 million Negroes 

in the USA. ..." 


The so-called "Peace Appeal, 17 unanimously approved by the 
participating parties at the June Moscow conference equates anti- 
war manifestations in the United . States with the armed attack on 
our forces in Vietnam, as laudable parts of the kind of "struggle 
for pence" supported and carried out by all Communist parties: 
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"Tho struggle for peace compriac-u botn tnc 
battles fought hy the Vietnamese patriots fcfco. jur -lec ox 
South Vietnam and- ilio anti -war m ] ; :arcpc . ^ 

America. The cause of. peace is also served by tne actions 
of the working class gainst . . . monopolies, by . . • 

■ American peoples. . ., by aatlcolonlai movements in ... • 

Asia and Africa, by the- struma of the Negro population 
of the United Spates for their righto* * * * ie 

The Soviet view of fcheoo forces in the United States was .well 
'esraressed at the June conference by L. 1. Brezhnev, speaking m 
tho name of the Central Committee of the Communist Party o, toe 

Soviet Union: ,. • «•$'• *• :v 

"Comrades, one. of tho decisive sectors of s.fc.e 
imnsrialist straggle naturally runs through the capitalist 
countries themselves. The blows which tae revolutionary 
. forces are dealing imperialism in its very citadels are 
highly important for tho whole of the world development. 

The 1960's have introduced many new elements m this 
front of struggle as well* 


ss ole cion# arc becoming ever more frequent 


evervwherOj including Ur.iuv- — 

acute social contradictions, the struggle against the war 
in Vietnam and the fight for Negro civil rights .are taped 
» ^ i.* 23 tx {t Ai!n , 3 c r ^ali# i *i lias 

boon confronted with such violent forms of social protest . 
and with general dome arable action of tuo preseu« sca*s ana 

P&tcn* * * * 

«i\> is natural that the fraternal parties now deveto 
considerable attention to work among . tho young people. 

It is a fact after all that therrlslag generation in mo 
capitalist countries, including tho students, is in revo- . 
lutionary ferment. Young people are actively coming, ©at in 
ooeooitioa to imooriailst ware, to tho militarisation ci 
bourgeois society, and to the attempts of tho bourgeoisie to 
curtail tho working people's democratic r ignis. " 


s ? where the most 



\ 
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Commucigt China 

Revolution ox- people 1 :? v/ar in any country is the business 
of the masses in that country and should bo carried out prima- 
rily by their own efforts; there is no other way. 

Lia Piao, "Long Live the Victory 
ox People 1 a War,” 

2 September 1965 

Through the broadcast? of Radio Peking English and 
the distribution in the United States of the Peking Review and 
other English- language publication^ Communist China has 
provided a measure cf propaganda support and ideological 
guidance to U.S. radical movements. Peking does nos, how- 
ever, specifically tailor this propaganda for a U. S. audience-- 
It is part of a monolithic effort targeted at audiences worldwide. 
The propaganda is couched in doctrinaire terms, concerned 
generally with student, youth, and black radicals. Attention 
to anti- Vietnam war activities, as to all aspects of the war, 
is slight. The ideological guidance, for those disposed to 
pay heed, is made available through tire publication and rebroad- 
casting la English of Mao’s "works, 1 * and through the innumerable 
rehashes of his "thought. " 


Peking* s exploitation of American student unrest, however, 
indicates that the Chinese view the subject as a target of oppor- 
tunity through which they can discredit the U.S. image world-wide. 
Their propaganda portrays student activities as an example c-x 
the "nnendlng troubles which have brought the U. S. to the verge 
of collapse" and "progressive forces struggling against the 
capitalist system. " Ain Pino has stated that, "We firmly support 
the proletariat, the students and youth and masses of the Black 
People of the United States in their just struggle against the U.S. 

ruling clique. " 

* 

Chinese Communist propaganda seldom refers to individual 
U.S. groups, the single notable exception being the Ivb.oxst- 
orienied Progressive Labor Party, several articles and statement: 
of which have been publicized by NONA this year. Apart from the 


cut unre 



Approved For Release 2002/01/09 : CIA-RDP76M00527R000700200005-7 



V * 

Approved For Release 2002/01/09 : CIA-RDP76M00527R000700200005-7 





Approved For Release 2002/01/09 : CIA-RDP76M00527R000700200005-7 



Approved For Release 2002/(Tf/'0'9‘rCl I A-RDP76M00527R000700200005-7 


\ 

V 


North Vietnam 


.Vietnamese Communist media emphasise? anti-war attitudes 
among the American people ami greenfly quote anti-war state- 
ments by members of Cc- .:-c and cmer prominent U.U. person- 

demons traidcn- 3 . Daring Hi? and 1951b Hanoi and Liberation 
Frc-t mciis pvbttcisod Cc;-.* a^cl Ncrili Vistaax&osa 'feccolc's 
commitfcS 33 , » for solidarity with ‘>prc~i'ocs-;vo" Asnarieaa Si’oopa 
and individuals and aired messages of greetings both to ‘‘‘the 
American people” and to specific U. S. groups* The only message 
ef this kind during 13&9» however, has boon an appeal to the SDS 
from the "Saufch Vietnam LihoraAca^tndcmts 1 Uhloa” in March for 
support In the campaign for the nullification of sentences meted 
out to Buddhists. Normally Hanoi ignores SD'J activities and student 
unrest* Loth Hanoi and Lice ration XTont media teiici to lump ml 
pretest elements in a single category, the "progressive people 4 * 
of the United States, appealing to them for continued support and 
crediting them, along with tho peoples of socialist countries, with 
contributing to victories in Vietnam. 


In October 196? the establishment of a "South Vietnam People 5 # 
Cc mi tie o for Solidarity with tho American People" (CSAP) was 
annaunoed. Its counterpart in the North vyaa founded almost a ^ 
year latex*. A communicate cii the formation of the CSAP said its 
objectives were to promo. to friendship and to "unite and coordinate 
with the American people in tleo struggle xor peace, justice, freedom, 
democracy p and civil rl m s, a ..m m ucimanmng nant er,s 06 5» Govern— 
meat put an. end to lie approrslve war m vhoraam. ■* unc of fc -10 
committee *s tacks reo suia to be the c- a in on s aruees cf comes rvitn 
all "progressive” organ iaations and individuals in the "American 
people 1 © struggle. ” 

On 15 November 196? the CSAP addressed a loiter to American 
soldiers iu South Vietnam which urged them. to refuse to fight and 
stated that •the committee would he In any serviceman find his way 
home or to any ether place. The letter noted that the commutes 
had chapters in South Victnarnese cities. Tz. September i 960 ins 
CSAP cent a letter to the National Mobilisation Committee extending 
thanks to "progressive” American people for their activities at the 
Chicago Democratic ccm/cntlca. 


ri 
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A C3AP letter to the Americas people on its tir js 
in 1965 referred to "friendly tics and close .■.cilcority' bcl-, 7 i-c..^.u. 
two peonies in the common struggle for pence, justice, .ireeccm, 
democracy, and civil rights end an end to the war la Vietnam. _ it 
cited conferences held to promote this goal tn Bratislava, t arm, 
Siocl'.holm, Sofia, Budapest, "and so forth. " The letter extended 
greetings and gratitude to anti-war organisations oi Americans 
living ia France, Great Britain, «ind Cuou *-ud to vazwuo. -e 
organisations around tho world who wore aiding American draft 
registers and deserters. 

The counterpart committee? in North Vietnaia (D^V) v/aa 
formulated on 10 July 196S with Prof^ssor.Koang Miah C-iarn, the 
DRV Minister of Culture, as its president, Virile the statement 
on the formation of the committee accented the building of friend- 
ship ns its goal and made no mention of coordination in anti-war 
activities, Glam referred at the formation ceremony to "coordiaat! 
struggles and supporting each other." 

There arc also infrequent expressions cf support for the 
"struggles" of the American Black people. On 17 August 196u, 
forexample. the Vietnam Asia- Africa Solidarity Committee held 
? nieetin'? marking the "day of international solidarity with ate 
Afro- American people." 

DRV Premier Pham Van Bong, in an interview' granted 
the Mexican publication Sicmo re on 30 March 196a, waa asned 
for his views on U. S. recruitment of citiaenn of Mexican descent, 
Puerto Ricans, and Negroes for the war in Vietnam.. He replied 
that it was lamentable that they were forced to fight -in Vietnam 
and added: "The NPLSV is seeking a way to make those people 
understand the c 3 ser.ce of this struggle and the just stand that 
should h a adopted. n 
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Cubr 


Cuban media have from time to time publicised statements 
ar .a articles by member a o l the Black Panthers, SD3, and such 
organisations as SNCC, altaougn. there has been a marked 
abatement of such propaganda in the past six months, because 
of preoccupation with domestic issues* VThilc emphasising 
the theme of anti-war sentiment among tne American people 
and in Congress, Havana does not as a rule discuss the role 
of specific groups or movements in opposition to tne wax- 

Cuban radio broadcasts avoid detailed accounts of student 
activities, but emphasise that manifestations of discontent 
and rebellion by U. S. youths are symptomatic of the "sickness” 
of U* S. life and institutions* Havana publishes various propaganda 
materials aimed at influencing U *S m and other youuis. me 
emphasis is on Vietnam, Cho Guevara and nis icyliic quest 
for revolutionary endeavors, and is generally aimed at under- 
mining U. S. foreign policy. 

In the only available commentary which has broached 
the question of Cuban influence over U.3. radical movements 
in recent months, a 2 April 1969 Racno Havana talk set out 
to rebut a statement by Congressman i-ienry Gonz&lcs to tne 
effect that the Mexican- American community had boon infil- 
trated by California youth c£ Mexican ancestry who had traveled 
to Cuba on trips subsidised by the Havana regime. Tne com- 
xncaiato? charged that the congressman was trying to 
Cuba the scapegoat for "problems rooted in the expansionist 
policy of the United States during the 19 th Go a cur y ana in the 
present living conditions of Mexican- Americans, JLatin Americans, 
and Negroes. " The commentator argued that U.Sx young people 
do not have to leave their country to learn violent tactics, since 
'Violence is :i characteristic of North American society, M but 
concluded fatuously that Cuba v/as "honored" by the accusation 
that it is 'hn example and stimulus to those fighting the injustices 
of the imperialist system of exploitation. " The commentator 
added that "Cuba offers her own example and stretches her 
friendly and firm hand to those fighting for a bettor tomorrow. " 

In past comment eulogising Che Guevara, the ubiquitous 
influence of his "example" has been emphasised in general terms. 


- 10 - 
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Last October, marking the first anniversary of Guevara’s 
death* Havana media cited his impact as a n political . catalyst” 
in much of the world, specifically including the United States, 
and boasted that ’’never in history have the revolutionary con- 
cepts of a leader of oppressed peoples spread so widely and 
so rapidly. M 


Statements by spokesmen for the Black Panthers and 
SNCC carried in Havana media have lauded Che Guevara 
and his teachings. Thus Prea sa Latina on 15 February 1969 
reported an Interview with two Black Panther leaders which 
appeared in Tricontlno ntal, organ of the Havana- based Afro- 
Aslan Latin American Peoples’ Solidarity Organisation 
(A ALA PS O), in which they acknowledged the inspirational 
influence of the Cuban revolution and stated: 11 We arc happy 
to sec that oppressed peoples are following the brave example 
of Che Guevara to create one, two, three, many Viotnams, 
and v/e will work together for the destruction of imperialism. ” 
In October 1963, Radio Havana reported that a SNCC official 
visiting Havana had said Guevara’s teachings were deeply 
rooted among Black .Americans. He was also quoted a 3 pre- 
dicting that guerrilla warfare would ’’increasingly become the 
method of common struggle 11 both in the United States and in 
’’liberation struggles” world-wide. 


Emphasis on SNCC, and particularly its loader Sfcofcely 
Carmichael, shifted during the past year to the Black Panthers. 

In a Havana' press conference in August 1968 a Black Panther 
leader was quoted in Cuban media as alleging that the direction 
the struggle was taking in the United States is that of resistance 
through guerrilla warfare. 

While Havana media gave extensive, coverage to Carmichael’s 
visit to Havana in the cummer of 1967 to attend the Latin American 
Solidarity Organisation conference, where he participated as 


than a year, Carmichael was interviewed by telephone by Radio 
Havana in April 1968 after the assassination of Martin Luther King 
and was quoted as forecasting that ’’urban guerrilla warfare” would 
develop in U. S« cities; with Dr. King’s passing, he said, ” there 
is no Black man who will ask Black people not to bum down cities* ” 
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Since Havana* 3 "Radio Free DiJilo" broadcasts to the 
United States featuring uh S. Negro expatriate Robert Y/illLnis 
went off the air in March 19 06 (Williams migrated ic Peking }, 
Havana has not addressed inflammatory an peal a for violence 
directly to U.S. Negroes. But Cuban comment has on occasion 
continued to argue that violence may be the* solo method for 
the U.S. Negro to better hi a lot. Thus, after the slaying of 
Dr. King, Havana comment stressed that with the murder 
"imperialism has buried Us last hope for a nonviolent solution 
to its racial problems. M 

Cuban media have yet to acknowledge reports that Black 
Panther leader Eld rid go Cleaver iis'&a Havana, nor have they 
taken cognisance 'of allegations that Black Panthers may have 
been involved in the diversions of U. S, airliners to Havana. 
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